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This 72nd volume of the ‘Progress in Clinical 
Research’ series consists of the papers delivered at 
the XIIIth Annual Scientific Symposium of the 
American Red Cross in May 198 1. The occasion of 
the centenary of the American Red Cross was cele- 
brated by organising a major review of the status of 
research on plasma coagulation with emphasis on 
therapeutic applications. The symposium was dedi- 
cated to Kenneth Brinkhous and forms a magnifi- 
cent tribute to that outstanding researcher’s con- 
tributions to our knowledge of the haemostatic 
mechanisms. 
It is one of the most informative and stimulating 
compilations of research reviews on haemostasis 
that I have read. Every one of the 14 contributors 
has provided a comprehensive account of an im- 
portant area in this rapidly advancing field, that in 
many cases stands as the best available review of its 
topic. These reviews, ranging from biochemistry of 
haemostasis, through haemophilia and von Wille- 
brand’s disease to regulation of haemostasis have 
the great merit that they not only bring the reader 
right up-to-date with the views of some of the most 
active workers but suggest to the researcher new 
avenues to pursue by highlighting unresolved 
problems. 
August 1982 
Since all the articles are of the highest standard it 
is perhaps invidious to select any for special com- 
ment but I particularly enjoyed Aronson’s ‘Con- 
jectures on factor VIII bypassing activity’ and 
Nemerson and Zar’s provocative chapter entitled ‘Is 
haemophilia a disease of the tissue factor path- 
way of coagulation. . 7’ Jackson and Brenkle on the 
‘Biochemistry of the vitamin K-dependent clotting 
factors’ and Hoyer on ‘The factor VIII complex: 
structure and function’ have written totally lucid, 
authoritative chapters that should be read by any- 
one attempting to understand blood coagulation in 
1982, whether as a newcomer or as an established 
‘clatter’. 
The book is well-produced (albeit by photolitho- 
graphy of typescript) with clear illustrations. The 
index is a bit sketchy but, since the text is tightly 
organized under subjects by the nature of the pre- 
sentation, this is a minor criticism. At E20.50 this 
must be the best current buy for clinicians and re- 
searchers with an interest in haemostasis. Not to be 
missed. 
E.G.D. Tuddenham 
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